
The Ocean Alliance is dedicated to the conservation of whales and their ocean environment through
research and education. Please visit our websites a t www.oceanall iance.org and www.pbs.org/odyssey

Quest ions

What i s the max imum d i s t a n c e the b o a t can t r a v e l in 14 days i f i t is moto r ing?
How far can it t r a v e l i f i t s a i l s h a l f t h e t ime and moto r s ha l f t h e t ime?

Wha t i s the preva i l ing wind d i r e c t i o n a r o u n d Sr i L a n k a d u r i n g t h e m o n t h of
May?

When is the N o r t h e a s t M o n s o o n season?

In p l ann ing the leg w i t h the s c i e n t i s t s , why s h o u l d a boa t cap t a in take a
monsoon s e a s o n i n t o a c c o u n t ?

How can you use t h e winds o f t h e m o n s o o n season t o you r a d v a n t a g e w h e n
t r ack ing w h a l e s ?

When l o o k i n g for w h a l e s o f f sho re , a re t i da l w a v e s a poss ib l e t h r e a t ?

Wha t e f f e c t d o e s the m o o n have on the ocean?

How wi l l a l l t h i s in fo rma t ion h e l p you w h e n p l ann ing you r r o u t e ?

Worksheet 2 : C a p t a i n
You are t h e C a p t a i n o f the v e s s e l , wh ich makes you

r e s p o n s i b l e for :
1 . T h e sa fe ty o f t h e crew
2 . T h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f the boa t .

U s e you r knowledge o f t h e
t o he lp you r t e a m f igu re ou t w h e r e t o

look f o r wha le s . Answer ing t h e fo l l owing ques t i ons a f t e r
r e a d i n g the l o g s a t www.oceana l l i ance .o rg w i l l h e l p !

t ide s , w inds , c u r r e n t s ,
a n d boat capab i l i t i e s

Ocean Encounters:
"Young Scientists Program"

Average Speed wi th t h e wind = 6 k t s .
Average Speed a g a i n s t t h e wind = 3

k t s .
Amoun t o f fue l t h e boa t ho lds = 3300

ga l lons

In 24 hou r day, we use 80 ga l l ons of
f u e l .

We burn 3 ½ ga l lons pe r hou r w h e n
m o t o r i n g

When s a i l i n g , we d o n ' t bu rn any f u e l

Boat Sta t i s t i c s :


